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(57) ABSTRACT

A key-based method for controlling access in a social net-
work service includes: generating a core key and sub keys by
segmenting a master key that is unique to a file owner, with the
sub keys assigned differently to multiple groups that are
divided according to trust level and relationship type; deter-
mining the group to which a file requester belongs by using at
least one of a friend list of the file requester, a trust level
between the file requester and the file owner, and a friend list
of'the file owner, and distributing a sub key corresponding to
the determined group to the file requester, when the file
requester requests a key distribution; and determining
whether or not access to a file of the file owner is authorized
by using the sub key distributed to the file requester and the
core key, when the file requester requests the file.

7 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
CONTROLLING ACCESS IN A SOCIAL
NETWORK SERVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2013-0039425, filed on Apr. 10, 2013, the
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

TECHNICAL BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to a key-based method and
apparatus for controlling access in a social network service,
more particularly to a method and apparatus that can reduce
the burden of managing keys for file owners and efficiently
manage file access for other users in the context of a social
network service.

RELATED ART

A social network service (SNS) refers to a service used for
sharing information on the Web. Examples of a social net-
work service may include an online message board service
provided at a website, and services such as Facebook and
Twitter.

A social network may provide the advantages of rapid
transfer and sharing of information, but there is also the risk
that the personal information of Internet users or private infor-
mation of organizations may be leaked. Thus, information
security, which may involve security measures for protecting
private information of individuals or organizations, is grow-
ing in importance.

The requirements for information security include confi-
dentiality, integrity, and availability, among which confiden-
tiality may be regarded as the most fundamental and impor-
tant requirement. Here, confidentiality means that the sharing
of information must be limited to those who are explicitly
permitted to access the information by the owner of'the infor-
mation.

FIG. 1 illustrates a key-based procedure for controlling
access according to the related art.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, one file owner may have relation-
ships with several other users. The file owner can divide the
users into groups that are designated different levels accord-
ing to the level of trust and the type of relationship with the
users, and may generate corresponding access keys for the
respective groups.

As in the example shown in FIG. 1, the user groups forafile
owner can be divided into four groups (Groups A to D).

The file owner may generate four access keys (Key 1
through Key 4), and may assign Key 1 through Key 4 to users
belonging to “Group A”, which has the highest level, assign
Key 2 through Key 4 to users belonging to “Group B”, which
corresponds to the next level, assign Key 3 and Key 4 to users
belonging to “Group C”, and assign only Key 4 to users
belonging to “Group D”, the lowest level.

As the access keys are thus assigned in a differential man-
ner, users (file requesters) belonging to each group can access
the files of the file owner that are permitted access by the
corresponding group.

However, if the access keys are assigned differently for
each group as in the related art the file owner may have to
generate a large number of access keys, and the burden of
managing the keys of the file owner may be increased.
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Also, since the file owner has to manage the different
access keys for each group, there is the hassle of having to
reconfigure the access keys for auser who leaves a user group.

Such inconvenience may increase the burden of the file
owner, and may not be suitable for a social network environ-
ment where speed and user-friendliness are needed.

SUMMARY

To resolve the problem described above, an aspect of the
invention is to provide a key-based method and apparatus for
controlling access in a social network service that can mini-
mize the burden on the file owner and increase the efficiency
of' key management.

To achieve the objective above, an aspect of the invention
provides a method of controlling access in a social network
service, where the method performed at an access control
apparatus includes: (a) generating a core key and a multiple
number of sub keys by segmenting a master key that is unique
to a file owner, with the multiple sub keys assigned differently
to a multiple number of groups that are divided according to
trust level and relationship type; (b) determining the group to
which a file requester belongs by using at least one of a friend
list of the file requester, a trust level between the file requester
and the file owner, and a friend list of the file owner, and
distributing a sub key corresponding to the determined group
to the file requester, when the file requester requests a key
distribution; and (c) determining whether or not access to a
file of the file owner is authorized by using the sub key
distributed to the file requester and the core key, when the file
requester requests the file.

The access control apparatus can be a file owner terminal,
or a service server that is connected over a network with the
file owner terminal and a file requester terminal, or both.

The trust level can be calculated by using at least one of the
existence and number, of replies and responses to posts made
by the file owner, the existence, number, and duration of voice
calls, and the existence and number of exchanged messages.

The relationship type can include at least one of a direct
contact relationship between the file owner and the file
requester and an indirect contact relationship based on a
common friend existing in respective friend lists.

The access control apparatus can be a file owner terminal,
in which case step (b) can include: receiving a trust level of the
file requester over a secure channel from a trust level database
and determining the group to which the file requester belongs
by using the received trust level, the friend list of the file
owner terminal, and the friend list of the file requester, when
a key distribution request message is received from a file
requester terminal. Here, the key distribution request message
can include an ID and the friend list of the file requester.

Step (¢) can include receiving a file request message from
a file requester terminal, where the file request message can
include at least one of a file requester 1D, a file owner ID, and
a sub key distributed beforehand according to the trust level
and the relationship type with respect to the file owner.

Another aspect of the invention provides a recorded
medium which is readable by a computer, and which tangibly
embodies a program of instructions for performing the
method described above.

Yet another aspect of the invention provides an apparatus
for controlling access in a social network service that
includes: a key generation part configured to generate a core
key and a multiple number of sub keys by segmenting a
master key unique to a file owner, with the multiple sub keys
assigned differently to a multiple number of groups divided
according to trust level and relationship type; a key distribu-
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tion part configured to determine the group to which a file
requester belongs by using at least one of a friend list of the
file requester, a trust level between the file requester and the
file owner, and a friend list of the file owner, and distribute a
sub key corresponding to the determined group to the file
requester when the file requester requests a key distribution;
and an authentication part configured to determine whether or
not access to a file of the file owner is authorized by using the
sub key distributed to the file requester and the core key, when
the file requester requests the file.

According to certain embodiments of the invention, a mas-
ter key and sub keys may be utilized to increase the efficiency
of authorizing file access for different groups.

Additional aspects and advantages of the present invention
will be set forth in part in the description which follows, and
in part will be obvious from the description, or may be learned
by practice of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a key-based procedure for controlling
access according to the related art.

FIG. 2 illustrates a social network service system accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates a procedure for generating an access key
at the terminal of a file owner according to an embodiment of
the invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a procedure for distributing a key to a file
requester according to an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates the detailed composition of an access
control apparatus according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As the present invention allows for various changes and
numerous embodiments, particular embodiments will be
illustrated in the drawings and described in detail in the writ-
ten description. However, this is not intended to limit the
present invention to particular modes of practice, and it is to
be appreciated that all changes, equivalents, and substitutes
that do not depart from the spirit and technical scope of the
present invention are encompassed in the present invention.
In describing the drawings, like reference numerals are used
for like elements.

Certain embodiments of the invention will be described
below in more detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 2 illustrates a social network service system accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, a system according to an embodi-
ment of the invention can include a service server 200, a
database 202, a file owner terminal 204, and a file requester
terminal 206.

The service server 200, file owner terminal 204, and file
requester terminal 206 can be connected over a network.

Here, a network can include a wired or wireless connection
to the Internet, a mobile communication terminal, and a near-
field network.

Each of the file owner terminal 204 and the file requester
terminal 206 can be a terminal that connects to a network and
runs an application for a social network service, and can
include atypical PC, a tablet, a mobile communication termi-
nal, etc.

The service server 200 may provide a social network ser-
vice to both the file owner and the file requester. The service
server 200 may store and manage the personal information,
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friend list information, and group information of the file
owner and the file requester, as well as file the information of
each user in the database 202.

The group information may include friend lists of users
belonging to certain groups, which may be divided according
to a certain set of criteria.

A more detailed description on the dividing into groups
will be provided later.

The files can include any type of multimedia content, such
as text, pictures, video clips, music clips, etc.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the file
owner terminal 204 may interwork with the service server
200 to generate and manage access keys for allowing access
to files of the file owner by the file requester, and to perform
authentication.

That is, the file owner terminal 204 can be the access
control apparatus in an embodiment of the invention. FIG. 3
illustrates a procedure for generating an access key at the file
owner terminal 204 according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, a master key may be generated that
is unique to the file owner.

A master key according to an embodiment of the invention
can be segmented into one core key and a multiple number of
sub keys.

Here, the core key may be kept by the file owner, and the
multiple sub keys may be assigned to the respective file
requesters, with the sub keys assigned differently to each of
the groups according to the trust level or relationship type
with respect to the file owner.

The file owner can divide the users into a multiple number
of groups having different levels according to trust level or
according to the relationship with the file owner.

In FIG. 3, Group A, which has the highest level, can be for
users of whom the trust levels are above a first threshold set by
the file owner, and may generally include users such as fam-
ily, co-workers, and school friends that are the most trusted by
the file owner. Group A can include users who are friends both
online and offline.

Next, Group B can include users of whom the trust levels
are between the first threshold and a second threshold, such as
users who are friends with the file owner but only friends
online, for example.

Group C can include users of whom the trust levels are
between the second threshold and a third threshold, such as
users who are friends with friends of the file owner, or users
who are indirect contacts with the file owner, for example.

Group D can include users of whom the trust levels are
between the third threshold and a fourth threshold, such as
users who have no direct or indirect contact with the file
owner, for example.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the trust
levels of users who are direct or indirect contacts with the file
owner may be stored in a trust level database 40 (see FIG. 4)
that is connected to the service server 200.

The trust level database 40 can be implemented as a part of
the database 202 connected to the service server 200.

Of the first to fourth thresholds of trust levels mentioned
above, the first threshold can have the highest value. In an
embodiment of the invention, a trust level can be calculated
according to the existence and number of replies and
responses to posts made by the file owner, the existence,
number, and duration of voice calls, the existence and number
of' exchanged messages, and the like.

In cases where the file owner has generated four groups as
illustrated above, four sub keys may be generated from the
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master key, and the sub keys may be distributed differently to
users (file requesters) belonging to different groups.

According to an embodiment of the invention, if a file
requester having one sub key from among the multiple num-
ber of sub keys requests a file, a master key can be generated
from the sub key carried by the file requester and the core key
carried by the file owner. When the master key is thus gener-
ated, the file requester can be authorized access to the file
owner’s file.

FIG. 4 illustrates a procedure for distributing a key to a file
requester according to an embodiment of the invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, a file requester terminal 206
according to an embodiment of the invention may send a key
distribution request message to the file owner terminal 204
(operation S400).

A key distribution request message according to an
embodiment of the invention can be encrypted with a public
key ofthe file requester, and can include the file requester’s ID
and information on the file requester’s friend list.

Upon receiving the message, the file owner terminal 204
may decrypt the key distribution request message by using the
public key.

The file owner terminal 204 may request and receive the
trust level for the file requester from trust level database 40
through a secure channel (operation S402).

When requesting a key distribution, the file owner terminal
204 may determine the group to which the file requester
belongs by using at least one of the file requester’s friend list,
the trust level between the file requester and the file owner,
and the file owner’s friend list, and may distribute to the file
requester the sub key corresponding to the determined group
(operation S404).

Regarding operation S404, if the groups are divided as in
FIG. 3, Group A and Group B would be cases where the file
requester is included in the file owner’s friend list, and thus a
sub key corresponding to Group A or Group B may be sent to
the file requester terminal 206 according to trust level.

In cases where the file requester’s ID does not exist in the
file owner’s friend list, the file owner terminal 204 may send
a sub key corresponding to Group C to the file requester
terminal 206 if it is found that the file requester’s friend list
and the file owner’s friend list include a common friend.

It the file requester has a trust level equal to or greater than
a certain value but is not a direct or indirect contact of the file
owner, then the file owner terminal 204 may transmit a sub
key corresponding to Group D to the file requester terminal
206.

After the sub key distribution procedure is completed as
above, when a file requester having a sub key corresponding
to a particular group requests access to a file, the file requester
terminal 206 may send a file request message to the file owner
terminal 204.

The file request message can include the file owner’s ID
and the sub key that was assigned beforehand based on the
trust level and relationship type with respect to the file owner.

The file owner terminal 204 may determine whether or not
the master key is established using the core key carried by the
file owner terminal 204 and the sub key, and if the master key
is established, may provide the file requester with an access
authorization according to level.

To provide an access authorization according to level
means that the file requester is authorized to access the file
owner’s files in accordance with the file requester’s level.

According to an embodiment of the invention, a unique
master key may be generated for each file owner, and the
master key may be separated/segmented for distribution to
the users according to their respective trust levels. Thus, the
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6

burden on the file owner of managing keys can be reduced,
and the number of keys assigned to the respective groups can
also be reduced.

FIG. 5 illustrates the detailed composition of an access
control apparatus according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

As already mentioned above, an access control apparatus
according to an embodiment of the invention can be a file
owner terminal.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, a file owner terminal 204 according
to an embodiment of the invention can include a group divi-
sion part 500, a key generation part 502, a key distribution
part 504, an authentication part 506, and a communication
part 508.

The group division part 500 may divide users into multiple
groups according to the trust level or relationship type
between the file owner and the respective other users.

The key generation part 502 may segment a unique master
key provided to each file owner to generate a core key and a
multiple number of sub keys corresponding respectively to
the multiple number of groups.

The key distribution part 504, upon receiving a key distri-
bution request message from a file requester terminal 206,
may reference the trust level of the file requester as stored in
a trust level database 40, a friend list of the file owner termi-
nal, and a friend list of the file requester, to determine the
group to which the file requester belongs, and may then
distribute a sub key corresponding to the group thus deter-
mined.

The authentication part 506, upon receiving a file request
message including a sub key from the file requester terminal
206, may determine whether or not a master key is generated
using the sub key and the core key carried by the file owner
terminal, and if a master key is generated, may authorize
access to the files of the file requester.

The communication part 508 may send and receive mes-
sages to and from the file requester terminal 206, may send a
sub key, and may communicate with the trust level database
40 over a secure channel when distributing a key, to request
and receive the trust level of a file requester who has requested
a key distribution.

The descriptions above are provided for an example in
which the file owner terminal divides users into groups, dis-
tributes a sub key corresponding to the corresponding group
according to a key distribution request by a file requester, and
determines whether or not the file requester may access files.

However, the present invention is not thus limited, and the
procedures for processing accesses can also be performed at
a service server 200. That is, the service server 200 can serve
as the access processing apparatus.

The overall procedures for the group division, key genera-
tion, key distribution, and authentication processing shown in
FIG. 5 can be performed by a service server 200 and a trust
level database 40 connected to the service server 200.

Here, the service server 200 may manage the friend list of
the file owner and the friend lists of file requesters, and may
periodically compute the trust levels between the file owner
and the file requesters and store them in the trust level data-
base 40.

The service server 200 may provide a unique master key to
each file owner, segment the master key to a core key, which
is held by the file owner, and a multiple number of sub keys,
which are distributed to the file requesters, and may store and
manage the keys.

When a file requester requests a key distribution, the ser-
vice server 200 may determine the group of the file requester
by referencing the file requester’s ID and friend list, the trust



US 9,117,089 B2

7

level between the file owner and the file requester, and the file
owner’s friend list, extract the sub key corresponding to the
group thus determined, and send the extracted sub key to the
file requester terminal 206.

Later when requesting a file, the file requester terminal 206
may send a file request message to the service server 200, with
the file request message including the sub key.

A file request message can include the file owner’s ID and
the sub key assigned according to the trust level and relation-
ship type with respect to the file owner, and the service server
200 may determine whether or not a master key can be gen-
erated from the combination of the core key of the identified
file owner and the sub key sent by the file requester. Ifa master
key can be generated, the service server 200 can authorize the
file requester terminal 206 to access files.

The embodiments of the present invention described above
can be implemented in the form of program instructions that
may be performed using various computer means and can be
recorded in a computer-readable medium. Such a computer-
readable medium can include program instructions, data files,
data structures, etc., alone or in combination. The program
instructions recorded on the medium can be designed and
configured specifically for the present invention or can be a
type of medium known to and used by the skilled person in the
field of computer software. Examples of a computer-readable
medium may include magnetic media such as hard disks,
floppy disks, magnetic tapes, etc., optical media such as CD-
ROM’s, DVD’s, etc., magneto-optical media such as floptical
disks, etc., and hardware devices such as ROM, RAM, flash
memory, etc. Examples of the program of instructions may
include not only machine language codes produced by a
compiler but also high-level language codes that can be
executed by a computer through the use of an interpreter, etc.
The hardware mentioned above can be made to operate as one
or more software modules that perform the actions of the
embodiments of the invention, and vice versa.

While the present invention has been described above
using particular examples, including specific elements, by
way of limited embodiments and drawings, it is to be appre-
ciated that these are provided merely to aid the overall under-
standing of the present invention, the present invention is not
to be limited to the embodiments above, and various modifi-
cations and alterations can be made from the disclosures
above by a person having ordinary skill in the technical field
to which the present invention pertains. Therefore, the spirit
of the present invention must not be limited to the embodi-
ments described herein, and the scope of the present invention
must be regarded as encompassing not only the claims set
forth below, but also their equivalents and variations.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of controlling access in a social network
service, the method performed at an access control apparatus,
the method comprising:

(a) generating a core key and a plurality of sub keys by
segmenting a master key unique to a file owner, the
plurality of sub keys assigned differently to a plurality of
groups divided according to trust level and relationship
type;

(b) determining a group to which a file requester belongs by
using at least one of a friend list of the file requester, a
trust level between the file requester and the file owner,
and a friend list of the file owner, and distributing a sub
key corresponding to the determined group to the file
requester, when the file requester requests a key distri-
bution; and
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(c) determining whether or not access to a file of the file
owner is authorized by using the sub key distributed to
the file requester and the core key, when the file requester
requests the file,

wherein step (¢) comprises: receiving a file request mes-
sage from a file requester terminal, the file request mes-
sage including at least one of a file requester ID, a file
owner 1D, and a sub key distributed beforehand accord-
ing to the trust level and the relationship type with
respect to the file owner.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the access control appa-
ratus is at least one of a file owner terminal and a service
server connected over a network with the owner terminal and
a file requester terminal.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the trust level is calcu-
lated by using at least one of an existence and number of
replies and responses to a post made by the file owner, an
existence, number, and duration of voice calls, and an exist-
ence and number of exchanged messages.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the relationship type
comprises at least one of a direct contact relationship between
the file owner and the file requester and an indirect contact
relationship based on a common friend existing in respective
friend lists.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the access control appa-
ratus is a file owner terminal, and said step (b) comprises:

receiving a trust level of the file requester over a secure
channel from a trust level database and determining the
group to which the file requester belongs by using the
received trust level, the friend list of the file owner ter-
minal, and the friend list of the file requester, when a key
distribution request message is received from a file
requester terminal, the key distribution request message
including an ID and the friend list of the file requester.

6. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium,
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by
a computer to perform a method for controlling access in a
social network service, the method performed at an access
control apparatus, the method comprising:

(a) generating a core key and a plurality of sub keys by
segmenting a master key unique to a file owner, the
plurality of sub keys assigned differently to a plurality of
groups divided according to trust level and relationship
type;

(b) determining a group to which a file requester belongs by
using at least one of a friend list of the file requester, a
trust level between the file requester and the file owner,
and a friend list of the file owner, and distributing a sub
key corresponding to the determined group to the file
requester, when the file requester requests a key distri-
bution; and

(c) determining whether of not access to a file of the file
owner is authorized by using the sub key distributed to
the file requester and the core key, when the file requester
requests the file,

wherein step (¢) comprises: receiving a file request mes-
sage from a file requester terminal, the file request mes-
sage including at least one of a file requester ID, a file
owner 1D, and a sub key distributed beforehand accord-
ing to the trust level and the relationship type with
respect to the file owner.

7. An apparatus for controlling access in a social network

service, the apparatus comprising:

akey generation part configured to generate a core key and
a plurality of sub keys by segmenting a master key
unique to a file owner, the plurality of sub keys assigned
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differently to a plurality of groups divided according to
trust level and relationship type;

a key distribution part configured to determine a group to
which a file requester belongs by using at least one of a
friend list of the file requester, a trust level between the
file requester and the file owner, and a friend list of the
file owner, and distribute a sub key corresponding to the
determined group to the file requester when the file
requester requests a key distribution; and

an authentication part configured to determine whether or
notaccess to a file of the file owner is authorized by using
the sub key distributed to the file requester and the core
key, when the file requester requests the file and extract
at least one of a file requester 1D, a file owner ID, and a
sub key distributed beforehand according to the trust
level and the relationship type with respect to the file
owner from a file request message received from a file
terminal.
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